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Shang Dynasty
c.1600 BC to 1046 BC

Modern-day China

Indus Valley 
c.3200 BC to 1500 BC
Modern-day Pakistan 

and northern India

Ancient Egypt
c.3100 BC to 400 BC
Modern-day Egypt

Phoenicians
c.1500 BC to 300 BC

Modern-day Lebanon, 
Syria and Israel

Ancient Sumer
c.5000 BC to 2000 BC

Modern-day Iraq

Minoan
c.2500 BC to 1400 BC

Modern-day Crete

Ancient Greece
c.800 BC to 30 BC

Modern-day Greece

Ancient Rome
c.500 BC to 476 AD
Modern-day Italy

Olmec
c.1200 BC - 400 BC
Modern-day Mexico

Did you know...?
c. is short for ‘circa’ which means 

‘approximately’. In other words, 
c.1000 BC means ‘around 1000 BC. 
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Use the Early Civilisations Map to help you answer these questions about where and when the earliest 
civilisations occurred. 

1.Which was the very earliest 
civilisation? 

2.Which early civilisation began in 
what is now Pakistan and India? 

3.In which modern-day country did 
the Shang Dynasty begin?

 

4.The Minoan civilisation was the first 
civilisation in Europe. Where did it 
originate? 

5.Where did the ancient Sumer 
civilisation begin? 

6.Which civilisation lasted from 
around 1200 BC to 400 BC? 

7.Name two civilisations that existed 
at the same time as ancient Egypt. 

8.Name two civilisations that existed 
at the same time as the Phoenicians. 

9.Which of these civilisations was the 
last to end? 
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Use the Early Civilisations Map to help you answer these questions about where and when the earliest 
civilisations occurred. 

1.What were the first three civilisations in 
history called? 

2. Where did the ancient Sumerian 
civilisation begin? 

3.How long did the ancient Sumerian 
civilisation last for? 

4. In which two modern-day countries 
did the Indus Valley civilisation occur? 

5.What was the name of the first 
civilisation in China? 

6.Which civilisation began in the 
modern-day countries of Lebanon, 
Israel and Syria? 

7.When did the ancient Egyptian 
civilisation exist? 

8.The Minoan civilisation was the first 
civilisation in Europe. Where did it 
originate? 

9.Which was the first civilisation in 
modern-day Mexico called? 

10.Name two civilisations that existed at 
the same time as ancient Egypt. 

11.Name two civilisations that existed at 
the same time as the Phoenicians.

12.Which two civilisations on the map 
were the most recent? 
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Use an atlas or map to help you stick the Early Civilisation Cards into the correct box to show where 
and when the early civilisations occurred. 
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5000 BC

4000 BC

3000 BC

2000 BC

1000 BC

0 AD

1000 AD

Early 
Civilisations 

Timeline



Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________________

Early Civilisations                                                                                                                         Worksheet 1E

Copyright © PlanBee Resources Ltd 2014                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     www.planbee.com 

What do I want to know about early civilisations? 
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Olmec
c.1200 BC  to 400 BC

Ancient Rome
c.500 BC to 476 AD

Ancient Egypt
c.3100 BC to 400 BC

Shang Dynasty
c.1600 BC to 1046 BC

Ancient Greece
c.800 BC to 30 BC

Minoan
c.2500 BC to 1400 BC

Phoenicians
c.1500 BC to 300 BC

Ancient Sumer
c.5000 BC to 2000 BC

Indus Valley 
c.3200 BC to 1500 BC

Olmec
c.1200 BC  to 400 BC

Ancient Rome
c.500 BC to 476 AD

Ancient Egypt
c.3100 BC to 400 BC

Shang Dynasty
c.1600 BC to 1046 BC

Ancient Greece
c.800 BC to 30 BC

Minoan
c.2500 BC to 1400 BC

Phoenicians
c.1500 BC to 300 BC

Ancient Sumer
c.5000 BC to 2000 BC

Indus Valley 
c.3200 BC to 1500 BC

Olmec
c.1200 BC  to 400 BC

Ancient Rome
c.500 BC to 476 AD

Ancient Egypt
c.3100 BC to 400 BC

Shang Dynasty
c.1600 BC to 1046 BC

Ancient Greece
c.800 BC to 30 BC

Minoan
c.2500 BC to 1400 BC

Phoenicians
c.1500 BC to 300 BC

Ancient Sumer
c.5000 BC to 2000 BC

Indus Valley 
c.3200 BC to 1500 BC

Olmec
c.1200 BC  to 400 BC

Ancient Rome
c.500 BC to 476 AD

Ancient Egypt
c.3100 BC to 400 BC

Shang Dynasty
c.1600 BC to 1046 BC

Ancient Greece
c.800 BC to 30 BC

Minoan
c.2500 BC to 1400 BC

Phoenicians
c.1500 BC to 300 BC

Ancient Sumer
c.5000 BC to 2000 BC

Indus Valley 
c.3200 BC to 1500 BC

Olmec
c.1200 BC  to 400 BC

Ancient Rome
c.500 BC to 476 AD

Ancient Egypt
c.3100 BC to 400 BC

Shang Dynasty
c.1600 BC to 1046 BC

Ancient Greece
c.800 BC to 30 BC

Minoan
c.2500 BC to 1400 BC

Phoenicians
c.1500 BC to 300 BC

Ancient Sumer
c.5000 BC to 2000 BC

Indus Valley 
c.3200 BC to 1500 BC

Olmec
c.1200 BC  to 400 BC

Ancient Rome
c.500 BC to 476 AD

Ancient Egypt
c.3100 BC to 400 BC

Shang Dynasty
c.1600 BC to 1046 BC

Ancient Greece
c.800 BC to 30 BC

Minoan
c.2500 BC to 1400 BC

Phoenicians
c.1500 BC to 300 BC

Ancient Sumer
c.5000 BC to 2000 BC

Indus Valley 
c.3200 BC to 1500 BC
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Ancient Sumer
When? 
c.5000 BC to 2000 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Iraq

Olmec
When? 
c.1200 BC to 400 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Mexico

Ancient Rome
When? 
c.500 BC to 200 AD
Where? 
Modern-day Italy

Ancient Egypt
When? 
c.3100 BC to 400 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Egypt

Phoenicians
When? 
c.1500 BC to 300 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Lebanon, 
Israel and Iraq

Indus Valley
When? 
c.3200 BC to 1500 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Pakistan 
and India

Shang Dynasty
When? 
c.1600 BC to 1046 BC
Where? 
Modern-day China

Minoan
When? 
c.2500 BC to 1400 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Crete

Ancient Greece
When? 
c.800 BC to 30 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Greece



Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________________

Early Civilisations                                                                                                       Worksheet 1A ANSWERS

Copyright © PlanBee Resources Ltd 2014                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     www.planbee.com 

Use the Early Civilisations Map to help you answer these questions about where and when the earliest 
civilisations occurred. 

1.Which was the very earliest 
civilisation? 

2.Which early civilisation began in 
what is now Pakistan and India? 

3.In which modern-day country did 
the Shang Dynasty begin?

 

4.The Minoan civilisation was the first 
civilisation in Europe. Where did it 
originate? 

5.Where did the ancient Sumer 
civilisation begin? 

6.Which civilisation lasted from 
around 1200 BC to 400 BC? 

7.Name two civilisations that existed 
at the same time as ancient Egypt. 

8.Name two civilisations that existed 
at the same time as the Phoenicians. 

9.Which of these civilisations was the 
last to end? 

Ancient Sumer Indus Valley China

Crete Iraq Olmec

Any two of the ancient 
civilisations listed

Ancient Egypt, Ancient Rome, 
Ancient Greece or Shang 

Dynasty
Ancient Rome
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Use the Early Civilisations Map to help you answer these questions about where and when the earliest 
civilisations occurred. 

1.What were the first three civilisations in 
history called? 

2. Where did the ancient Sumerian 
civilisation begin? 

3.How long did the ancient Sumerian 
civilisation last for? 

4. In which two modern-day countries 
did the Indus Valley civilisation occur? 

5.What was the name of the first 
civilisation in China? 

6.Which civilisation began in the 
modern-day countries of Lebanon, 
Israel and Syria? 

7.When did the ancient Egyptian 
civilisation exist? 

8.The Minoan civilisation was the first 
civilisation in Europe. Where did it 
originate? 

9.Which was the first civilisation in 
modern-day Mexico called? 

10.Name two civilisations that existed at 
the same time as ancient Egypt. 

11.Name two civilisations that existed at 
the same time as the Phoenicians.

12.Which two civilisations on the map 
were the most recent? 

Ancient Sumer, Indus Valley, 
Ancient Egypt Iraq 3000 years

India and Pakistan Shang Dynasty Phoenician

c.3100 BC to 400 BC Crete Olmec

Any two of the ancient 
civilisations listed

Ancient Egypt, Ancient Rome, 
Ancient Greece or Shang 

Dynasty

Ancient Rome and Ancient 
Greece
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5000 BC

4000 BC

3000 BC

2000 BC

1000 BC

0 AD

1000 AD

Ancient Sumer
When? 
c.5000 BC to 2000 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Iraq

Indus Valley
When? 
c.3200 BC to 1500 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Pakistan 
and India

Ancient Egypt
When? 
c.3100 BC to 400 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Egypt

Shang Dynasty
When? 
c.1600 BC to 1046 BC
Where? 
Modern-day China

Olmec
When? 
c.1200 BC to 400 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Mexico

Minoan
When? 
c.2500 BC to 1400 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Crete

Phoenicians
When? 
c.1500 BC to 300 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Lebanon, 
Israel and Iraq

Early 
Civilisations 

Timeline

Ancient Greece
When? 
c.800 BC to 30 BC
Where? 
Modern-day Greece

Ancient Rome
When? 
c.500 BC to 200 AD
Where? 
Modern-day Italy


